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I. INTRODUCTION:


A.
1 Peter is one of the seven so-called Catholic or General epistles, those in general 





circulation, not addressed to specific churches or persons.  This category may 




apply equally to those epistles that were accepted as authoritative because of 




authorship.



B.
It was written to both Hebrew and Gentile Christians who were experiencing 





persecution in the midst of a pagan society.



C.
Peter exhorts Christians to maintain steadfast endurance and demonstrate 





exemplary behavior.



D.
Peter intends his epistle to be a source of encouragement for all believers who 





live in conflict with their culture.

II.
AUTHORSHIP:


A.
1 Peter 1:1 clearly identifies Peter as the author of this epistle.



B.
Peter was not an ignorant Galilean fisherman as is often taught.



C.
He handles difficult doctrines with clarity.



D.
In the first few verses he deals with such great doctrines as election, 





foreknowledge, sanctification, obedience, the blood of Christ, the trinity, the 





grace of God, salvation, resurrection, faith, hope, and glory.



E.
Peter’s ministry spanned more than 30 years from about 37 to 67 AD.



F.
1 Peter is written in a superb literary style using a sophisticated vocabulary




He apparently became a master of the Koine Greek language.


G.
Also, the Gospel of Mark is sometimes considered the “Gospel of Peter” because 





the early tradition of the church fathers; Papias, Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria, 





Origin, and Jerome; supported its authorship by John Mark in association with 




Peter.  Mark wrote down in his gospel the reminiscences of Peter concerning the 





life and teachings of Jesus.


H.
The Jewish leaders were amazed by Peter’s confidence as an accomplished 





speaker. (Acts 4:13)



I.

Peter also made use of Silvanas (Latin), or Silas (Aramaic), as his secretary.  





Perhaps Silvanus helped Peter with some of the grammatical Greek nuances.




(1 Peter 5:12)
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J.

Petrine authorship can be seen in the parallels which exist between Peter’s 




sermons, recorded by Luke in the book of Acts, and statements in his epistle.  




Compare the following:  Acts 2:23 with 1 Pet. 1:20; Acts 10:42 with1 Pet. 4:5; 




and Acts 4:10, 11 with 1 Pet. 2:7, 8 cf. Psa. 118:22.



K.
Peter cites his being an eyewitness of Christ’s earthly ministry and sufferings.




(1 Peter 1:8; 2:23; 5:1)



L.
Petrine authorship was accepted beyond any reasonable doubt by the early church 





fathers such as Polycarp, Clement, and Irenaeus.  This epistle had a wide 





influence among early Christian writings.

III. DATE:


A.
1 Peter was most likely written in 64 or early 65 AD, shortly after the beginning 




of Nero’s persecution.


B.
There is some debate as to whether Peter was in Rome or in Babylon during the





writing of this epistle.  The debate centers around whether “Babylon” is to be 





taken literally or as a cryptic reference to Rome because of the persecution.



C.
According to tradition, Peter was martyred in AD 67 in Rome.

IV. RECIPIENTS:


A.
Peter writes to the believers scattered throughout Asia Minor, which is modern 





northeast Turkey.



B.
The congregations in this area were made up of Hebrew and Gentile believers.

V. PURPOSE:


A.
1 Peter is a handbook for Christian ambassadors in a hostile social environment. 



B.
Peter’s purpose in writing this epistle was to encourage Christians who were to 





face persecution, so that they might experience the sufficiency of the grace of the 





Lord Jesus Christ.


C.
Dr. J. Vernon McGee believed that the theme of the epistle was “Christian hope” 





in times of trials and adversity.



D.
Some Bible scholars believe that the theme of 1 Peter is the “grace of God.”  





Others suggest that it is “Christian suffering” because the word suffering or one of 




its cognates occurs sixteen times in the epistle.
